
Land Exchange, Trust Acquisi�on, 
and NEPA Process Timeline
Yavapai-Apache Na�on Federal Land Exchange and 
Acquisi�on of Lands into Trust Status Dra� Environmental Assessment

U S D O I  B u r e a u  o f  I n d i a n  A ff a i r s U S D A  F o r e s t  S e r v i c e

Scan the QR code to access 
Project documents and 
to submit comments

How to Comment

Land Exchange 
(Na�on and the 
Forest Service)

Trust Status 
and Reserva�on

(Na�on and the BIA)

NEPA Process 
(Forest Service and BIA)

Public
InvolvementTimeline

1996

Land exchange proposal presented
by the

Yavapai-Apache Na�on (Na�on)
to the Forest Service

First Quarter 2023
Updated land exchange proposal

submi�ed by the Na�on
to the Forest Service

First Quarter 2023

Applica�on for the acquisi�on of land
(Federal parcels) into trust status and

to add such lands to the exis�ng
Reserva�on prepared and submi�ed

by the Na�on to the BIA

Advance no�ce le�ers send to
adjacent property owners,

permi�ees, government officials,
tribes, and interested par�es

NEPA process ini�ated
and key issues iden�fied

Second and
Third Quarters 2023

Agreement to Ini�ate land exchange
exchange signed by

Forest Service and Na�on

Resource specialist reports, biological
evalua�on, biological assessment,

and Dra� Environmental
Assessment (EA) prepared

Fourth Quarter 2023/
First Quarter 2024 Legal and public no�ces publishedNo�ce of Exchange Proposal

legal no�ce issued
Legal and public no�ces issued

and Dra� EA published

45-day public comment period
and public mee�ngs 

Note: One comment period will fulfill the public notice
requirements for the land exchange (45 days)
and for a combined NEPA public scoping and

Draft EA comment period (30 days) 

First and Second 
Quarters 2024

Complete appraisals for exchange
parcels to support equal market

value requirement
Address public comments

Second and Third
Quarters 2024

Modify exchange if necessary
to equalize values

Prepare Final EA,
Dra� Decision No�ce (DN)/Finding of 

No Significant Impacts (FONSI) 
for Forest Service’s pre-administra�ve

review (Objec�on) process

Second and Third
Quarters 2024

Forest Service publishes Final EA,
Dra� DN/FONSI for objec�ons;

Issue legal no�ce
“Opportunity to Object” 

45-day Forest Service
Objec�on Period

Third Quarter 2024
Consider criteria in 25 Code of

Federal Regula�ons 151 to
evaluate the Na�on’s applica�on*

*Pending Final Legal descriptions

45-Day Objec�on Resolu�on
Period + Op�onal 30-day Extension

Forest Service Objec�on 
Resolu�on Mee�ng

and Response to Objectors

Third Quarter 2024 Legal and public no�ces issuedLegal and public no�ces issued
Forest Service and BIA

each publish Final DN/FONSIs and
issue legal and public no�ces

30-day BIA appeals process

Third Quarter 2024
Enter into binding

Exchange Agreement
(if exchange is approved) 

Third Quarter 2024
Complete any s�pula�ons of the

Exchange Agreement
and close exchange

Third or Fourth
Quarter 2024

A�er close of exchange, Federal
parcels acquired into trust status

by the BIA and added to the
Na�on’s exis�ng Reserva�on

Electronically:
(Preferred)

h�ps://www.fs.usda.gov/project/coconino/?project=63848

In-Person: Submit to Forest Service officials at the open house

By Mail:
Presco� Na�onal Forest Supervisor's Office
735 N Hwy 89
Chino Valley, AZ 86323

Please include “Yavapai-Apache Na�on Land Exchange” 
in the subject line. Please submit comments by January 26th; 
comments must be postmarked within 45 days of the 
legal no�ce in the Prescott Daily Courier. 


